
Machias Bay Area Chamber of Commerce 

Have an upcoming event that would interest our membership? Please call, fax or email us ASAP. 

  

August 2007 

The Bay Today 
Upcoming Events: 

• 8/3 Roque Bluffs Potluck   
Supper—5:30pm 

• 8/4 2nd Annual Roque Bluffs 
Poets’ Festival 

• 8/9 E & I 7:30-9am—Meet 
MBACC’s Executive Director  
Helen’s Restaurant              
$7-members—$8-non-
members 

• 8/11 August Fair/Auction - 
Roque Bluffs. 

•  8/14 Siege of Machias— 
6:00pm Machias Boat Land-
ing—Behind Helen’s  

• 8/16 -  Business After Hours—
5-7pm Machias Savings Bank, 
Community Room—Blueberry 
Museum 

• 8/17—Blueberry Festival—
8am-4pm Flea Market at Con-
gregational Church 

• 8/18-8/19 Blueberry Festival 
9am Crafters, Food, Children’s 
Activities, Entertainment 

• 8/25 Lobster Lunch - 11:30-
2:30pm Gates House, Rt 92 
Machiasport 

• Rotary meets every Tuesday 
at 5:30pm at the Blue Bird 
Ranch Restaurant.            
Everyone Welcome! 

32nd Annual Blueberry Festival! 
Join us at the 32nd Annual 
Blueberry Festival from August 
14th through August 19th.  The         
Blueberry Musical begins on     
Tuesday, August 14th, the        
Blueberry Museum opens on 
Thursday, August 16th, the 
Congregational Church will 
sponsor a Flea Market on     
Friday, August 17th and the 

Crafters and Food Vendors open on Saturday, 
August 18th.  Visit our food court in the     
Colonial Parking Lot! 
Fresh homemade blueberry muffins and blue-
berry coffee will be available at the Chamber‘s 
information booth in the Colonial Parking Lot on 
Saturday and Sunday morning.  Just look for 
the log cabin! 
You can obtain a copy of the entire festival’s 
schedule at the Congregational Church or the 
Chamber of Commerce or during the festival at 
the information booths. 
Saturday evening the Beehive Collective will  
sponsor the Blackfly Ball at the Machias Grange 
at 6:00pm featuring 3 bands, and the Rotary Club will sponsor the Blue Hill 
Brass Quintet at the Performing Arts Center at UMM at 7:00pm.  Daphne 
Nichols will also be performing. 
Don’t forget the Blueberry Pancake Breakfast at the Congregational Church 
on Saturday at 6:30am, and at the Kay Parker Building sponsored by Machias 
Rotary on Sunday at 7:00am. 
Parking will be available at UMM and the Kay Parker Building with shuttle   
service available for $1.00.  Parking will also be available at the Bar Harbor 
Bank for $5.00 with proceeds going to future events sponsored by the    
Chamber of Commerce. 
If you would like to see last years festival, go to www.americanprofile.com for 
a real treat!    

ENJOY THE FESTIVAL! 

 



Calendar Updates at www.machiaschamber.org 
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Betsy Fitzgerald 

14 15 

16 17 18Rotary 5:30p 

Mike Shannon, 

UMM  

19 20BAH 5-7pm 

Herring Run 

Lodge Machias-

port 

21 22 

23 24 25Rotary 5:30p 

H. Clossey SCEC 

Bluebird Rest. 
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September 2007 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  
 1 2 3Roque Bluffs 

Potluck Supper 

5:30pm        

42nd Annual 

Roque Bluffs 

Poetry Festival 

5 6 7Rotary 5:30pm 

Bus.  Mtg-

Bluebird Ranch 

8   9 E & I—7:30a 
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10 11Roque Bluffs 
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Bluebird Rest. 
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E. Campbell on 

Literacy Vol. 
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Have an upcoming event that would interest our membership? Please call, fax or email us ASAP. 
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EGGS AND ISSUES - August 9th 

Come meet our new Executive Director, Kathleen Shannon.   
Kathleen took over the reigns of MBACC on 7/23/07 after mov-
ing here from Old Orchard Beach.  She volunteered for many 
years with the Old Orchard Beach Chamber of Commerce and 
brings much experience with her.  Come hear her vision for Ma-
chias. 

Business After Hours 
August 16th 

5-7pm 
Machias Savings 

Bank - Community 
Room 

Blueberry Museum 

Eggs & Issues 
August 9th 
7:30 - 9am 
Helen’s               

Restaurant 
Topic: 
Meet  

 
Kathleen   
Shannon,  

 
MBACC 

Executive Director 

Next E & I:  Thursday, September 13th 
Betsy Fitzgerald, Machias Town Manager 

Betsy will give an overview of the “state of the town” and talk 
about future projects for Machias.   

 

YOUR INPUT REQUESTED 

 As you know, the Chamber is dedicated to improving the quality of the services 
we provide our members. In the coming weeks we will be inviting you to share 
with us your opinions in a series of member forums. Topics for discussion will in-
clude:  • What type of service is the Chamber providing now?  • What benefits have 
I seen personally?  • What improvements or changes should be made?  Member   
forums will be held at the Whole Life Natural Market, in Machias. We’re looking  
forward to hearing your experiences, opinions and suggestions. The Chamber is 
your organization. Make sure you are present and your voice is heard!   For more 
information, contact Patti Sansing, Chair of the Business Growth Committee. Tel. 
(207)255-8855    Email patti@wholelifemarket.com 

Business After Hours will once again sponsor the Blueberry Museum in 
the Community Room of the Machias Savings Bank from 5:00pm to 
7:00pm.  Please join us for the kick-off of another successful Blueberry 
Festival.          Refreshments will be provided. 

Web Info 
The July MBACC website visits as of July 23, 2007 are as follows: 
 
Page Views:   2,926  Visits:   5,735 
 
Most visited pages: 
 
Member Directory:     210  Visitor Info:     202 
Regional map:         117  Blueberry Festival:    268 
Accommodations:      69  Re-location:     105 
 

Business After Hours - August 16th 



  

Membership Has It’s Privileges… 2007 

Please join with us in building the best chamber in Washington County.   
Supporting local businesses by buying local,  keeps the green in Washington County. 

MBACC is committed to our business community. 
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Vision: 
We are a highly involved and respected Chamber of Commerce dedicated to building strong           relationships 

throughout our community. 
Mission: 
To provide quality services, representation, and educational information to our members and to      promote com-
munity involvement through the Chamber’s activities and events.                                                 

Welcome New Members: 

 

Join today and you’ll be the star in our next newsletter! 

Harbor Homes of Maine, Wesley & Heather Graham, Machias, 255-3403—

Modular Home Sales, Custom Homes, Remodeling, Additions, General Contract-

ing, Full Construction Services. 

Cohill’s Inn, Jack & Ellen Gearren, Lubec, 733-4300  Lodging, restaurant, and 

pub. 

Church Bazaar Marketplace, Mary Parker, Rt 1, East Machias, 288-3291     

Antiques, crafts and jewelry. 

County Wide Communications, Inc., Bob Berta, Machias, 255-6397   Web and 

print publications. (Corporate Member) 

Thank you to all our members for your continued support. 

Please  
stop by  
or call  
and 

 meet our  
Newest 
Members 

Monthly Business Highlight 

Cohill’s Inn 

Cohill’s Inn (formerly The Lighthouse Inn & Chowder House)  is located in the heart 
of Lubec overlooking the Narrows, Bay of Fundy, Johnson’s Bay, Eastport, and Cam-
pobello Island. The proprietors of the Inn are Jack and Ellen Gearren.  The Gearren’s 
are recent additions to the Lubec area and plan to stay open year round.    
The Inn features nine rooms each with a water view, private bath, ceiling fan, cable 
television and individual temperature control.  A continental breakfast is included in 
the room fee.  Cohill’s Inn also includes a pub and restaurant which offers a daily 
blackboard menu featuring fish, seasonal products, and chowders.   Fresh grilled 
meats and poultry are the specialty of the house.  The bar features an exceptional   
selection of micro brew beer and “pulls the finest imperial pint of Guinness in 
Lubec”.  A meeting room which seats twelve and includes a kitchen, is also available.   

 
Stop by and say “hello” to one of the Chambers newest members. 
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Meet Kathleen Shannon 
Executive Director 

Machias Bay Area Chamber                      
of Commerce 

 

Kathleen Shannon who resides in Whitneyville has been hired as the 
new executive director of the Machias Bay Area Chamber of          
Commerce.  Kathleen moved to the Machias area from Old Orchard 
Beach where she volunteered for 10 years at Old Orchard Beach’s 
Chamber of Commerce. She is very excited about working with busi-
nesses in Machias and the  surrounding areas. 
 

Kathleen is looking forward to the upcoming Wild Blueberry Festival.  The event will be an exciting fun 
filled weekend where she will be able to meet many vendors and business owners.  Additional events 
she and the Chamber will be involved in include the Christmas Shopping Spree, Washington County 
Business Conference and Marketplace and the Chamber’s Annual Auction.  Monthly events she will be 
involved in are “Eggs & Issues” as well as “Business After Hours” which showcases individual Chamber 
member businesses. 
 

She welcomes people to come and meet her at the Chamber office, located at 12 East Main Street in   
Machias, visit the website at www.machiaschamber.org or contact her via email at                                  
kaleen@machiaschamber.org.  A meet and greet is scheduled during the next Eggs & Issues on      
Thursday, August 9th from 7:30-9:00 am at Helen’s Restaurant in Machias. 
 

Kathleen lives with her husband Michael, the Student Success Coordinator at UMM and their three 
dogs. They have seven grown children all of whom are excited over the couple’s move to the area and 
her new position at the Chamber. 

RESTORATION OF THE MACHIAS GRANGE 
This August, the Beehive Collective will be coordinating an all-volunteer work party to put the 
finishing touches on the Grange.  It will be the culmination of a six-year effort to restore the 
once threatened historic landmark building so that it may be re-opened as the community cen-
ter it once was.  

They have completely refurbished the exterior of the building, put on a new roof and a new 
foundation, re-finished the interior, and much more. In May of this year the Machias Grange was 
accepted to the National Registry of Historic Places, and in July, the Grange was awarded the 
Annual Historic Preservation Award from the State of Maine Historic Preservation Commission! 

The Beehive is looking for a donation of materials to continue in this effort.  Please contact 
Emily Hornback or Nolan Calisch at 255-6737 for information on materials needed.  All dona-
tions will be appreciated and are tax deductible. 

1777 Siege of Machias1777 Siege of Machias1777 Siege of Machias1777 Siege of Machias    
The Machias Historical Society will commemorate the Siege of Machias The Machias Historical Society will commemorate the Siege of Machias The Machias Historical Society will commemorate the Siege of Machias The Machias Historical Society will commemorate the Siege of Machias 
at the Boat Landing behind Helen’s on Tuesday, August 14th at 6:00pm.at the Boat Landing behind Helen’s on Tuesday, August 14th at 6:00pm.at the Boat Landing behind Helen’s on Tuesday, August 14th at 6:00pm.at the Boat Landing behind Helen’s on Tuesday, August 14th at 6:00pm.    

Anyone interested in taking a course in Quickbooks™ provided 
by RHR Smith & Company please contact the Chamber of   

Commerce at 255-4402. Half-day sessions $50.00 
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Plan Ahead 

ROQUE BLUFFS COMMUNITY CENTER HAPPENINGS 
Roque Bluffs Community Club is sponsoring a drawing for a Tour of Roque Island                                                  

for six people, including a picnic lunch.  The winner and 5 guests will depart Roque Bluffs for a water tour 
of Roque and neighboring Islands.  Ashore they will see the beautiful woods, historic homes and working 
farm, then enjoy a picnic lunch.  A visit to this special spot on the Maine Coast is a rare privilege.   The 

drawing will take place on August 21, 2007 and the tour will take place between                                       
September 1 to October 6.   

Tickets are 1 for $1.00, 6 for $5.00 and are available at the Chamber    
Office and Seaside Flags 

For more information contact Gail Peters at 255-3768 

Coming Events 
The following websites are great resources for seminars, trainings, coming events, and things to do. 
 www.ceimaine.org/workshops/  www.culturepass.net www.mainetourism.com 
      Many on-line seminars, free of charge 

Roque Bluffs Community Chapel Schedule for August-September 2007 
Summer services began June 17th and will continue throughout the summer at 6:30pm.     
Interdenominational - Everyone welcome.   Please bring a non-perishable food item for the 
food bank. 

Blue Hill Brass in Concert August 18, 2007 
The Rotary Club in cooperation with Calais Savings a Division of       
Gardiner Savings Institution, FSB is proud to present the Blue Hill 
Brass in concert on 8/18/07 at the Performing Arts Center at UMM at 
7:00pm.  General admission tickets are available at the Chamber Office 
as well as from Rotarians.  Cost is $12.00.   

Spotlight on 

The Bad Little Falls Inn 
The Bad Little Falls Inn is the newest quality lodging offered in the Machias Bay area.  Located         
directly on the Bad Little Falls park, the inn’s guests enjoy the lulling sounds of the falls and great 
views of the town and the Machias River.  Many local businesses, including restaurants, shopping 
and banking, are a leisurely stroll away.   
The Bad Little Falls Inn is located in an historic home that once was a school house.  Each room 
has its own private bath and either a full kitchen or a kitchenette.  Nightly and weekly rates are 
available.  Innkeepers David and Jasmine Bloomer are from San Francisco and Santa Fe, respec-
tively and combine their love of Down East Maine with their western views and aesthetics to cre-
ate a warm, welcoming, and attractive environment.   

The Bloomers, as part of their grand opening for the Bad Little Falls Inn, 
will host a crepe cook-out including lobster and blueberry crepes on     

August 17th.  For more information please contact David or Jasmine at         
4 Elm Street, Machias—255-4739 or 255-6296–                                         

sunriseproperty@hotmail.com.  



INFORMATION 

We can get generic laser printer cartridges  -  guaranteed  -  for less money. Plan ahead and let us help lower you rcosts! 

 
 

46 Main Street, Machias . 9 - 5, Mon.-Fri. . 255-4774 . 1-800-660-8611                                            
10% discount for businesses & students.  FREE DELIVERY in Washington County 

The 
Office 
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Please Note: 
The Lamson Bridge on Basin Road in  
Addison will be closed from July 5, 2007 
through September 14, 2007. 

Lobster Lunch 
The Machiasport Historical      
Society will sponsor a Lobster 
Lunch on August 25th from 
11:30am—2:30pm at the Gates 

House.   

PLEASE NOTE! 
The Chamber would like to know of 
any openings for lodging over the 

Blueberry Festival Weekend.  Please 
call us at 255-4402. 

 

• What’s new on the IRS Small Business/
Self-Employed Web site 

• Reminders and tips to assist small busi-
nesses with tax compliance 

• IRS news releases and special IRS an-
nouncements 

Its format puts even more tax information at 
your fingertips with direct links to a variety of 
Web sites and resources for small businesses.  
If you would like to start a FREE subscription 
to e-News for Small Businesses, or receive 
more information go to www.irs.gov/smallbiz.

MBACC routinely receives updates from 
Shawn Savage of the IRS e-News for Small 
Businesses office.  Below is one of those 
alerts plus a website where you can sub-
scribe to receive the information directly.  
There is no fee for becoming a subscriber 
and the information generated may be help-
ful to your business.  We recommend that 
you consider receiving their alerts. 
 ————————————- 
We are pleased to provide you with the lat-
est editions of IRS e-News for Small Busi-
nesses to distribute to your organization 
and/or small business members/clients.  We 
hope that the information will be helpful and 
we encourage publication in your associa-
tion's/organization’s magazines, newslet-
ters, e-mail distributions and/or website. 

The IRS e-News for Small Businesses brings 
you timely, useful information as well as impor-
tant upcoming tax dates. 

The American Lighthouse Foundation, owners of 
the Little River Lighthouse in Cutler are hoping to 
finish the restorations to the lighthouse begun in 
2001.  Volunteers have worked tirelessly to reha-
bilitate the lighthouse, 
which must be restored to 
period due to its historical 
significance, and are ap-
proximately 90% finished.  
However, a pier which was 
damaged in the Patriot’s 
Day storm has been re-
placed with a temporary one which must be re-
placed before opening the lighthouse to the public. 
Tim Harrison, President of the ALF, is hoping to 
raise funds through donations as well as from the 
sale of baseball caps from Little River Lighthouse.  
If you would like to help, contact Tim at The Ameri-
can Lighthouse Foundation, at 259-3638 or 
tim@lighthousefoundation.org.   All donations are 
tax deductible. 



MBACC Office  
P.O. Box 606, 
Machias, ME  04654 
12 E. Main Street   
OPEN 10-3 M-F or by appointment 
Telephone & fax  (207) 255-4402 
E-mail:  info@machiaschamber.org 

Many thanks to you our members. Please let us highlight your activities in our newsletter and email alerts. 
Call us with your information. September Newsletter Deadline is August 22nd. 

The Bay Today               

August 2007 

TO: 

 

We are on the Web 
www.machiaschamber.org 

 
   
**Please let us know if your com-

pany or an employee is in the news:  

awards,  promotions, new hires, 

community involvement, or any 

event you want to promote and we 

will put it in our newsletter. Next 

deadline is August 22nd. Email, 

call or mail to the  chamber. 

Send photos as a jpg. 

SAVE THE DATE 
AUGUST 17TH 

The Bad Little Falls Inn 
will host a crepe cook-out 
including lobster and blue-

berry crepes ! Contact 
David or Jasmine at    

255-4739 for information 
 

MBACC Raffle 
The Chamber will be raffling two gift baskets worth 
over $250 each at the Machias Wild Blueberry   
Festival.  Tickets are$2each or 6 for $5.  Look for 
our booth (the log cabin) in the Colonial Parking 
Lot! 


